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Here are some steps to start your emergency plans:
· Assess your yourself in terms of skills, abilities, tools, supplies

· Research and assess your area hazards and what are probable, versus just possible (know the history of the region)

· Know the difference between different kinds of emergency kits

· Know the difference between “Sheltering in Place” (SIP), and having to physically evacuate your location
· REMEMBER YOUR PETS, and that most emergency shelters can NOT take pets, therefore you need to explore alternative locations that allow pets!

· Gather emergency supplies for up to 2 weeks worth of items (food, water, clothing, medicines, etc.) to allow you to function in a large scale emergency

· 4 main essentials: water, food, shelter and physical care/first aid

· Gather and copy various important documents, contact numbers, policies, and family photos; back them up and put them with your evacuation kit

· Formulate plans for each type of likely hazard, from each place you would likely be at that random time

· Include adequate communication plans to let others (locally and outside the area) know where you are and if you are safe

· Determine alternate mandatory or voluntary evacuation locations before it's necessary

· Practice your plans and make sure everyone in the family participates and knows what to do and where to go!

· Continue to learn new, useful relevant skills!

· Review your plans (from practice runs) and see how you can adjust it to better suit your needs

· Help someone else learn more!

· Learn what you can do to improvise---to access necessities (ex: decontaminating water, growing/food/storing appropriate food, etc.) 

· Get involved with your community emergency planning!
